John Fiske

Dr. Taylor's sermons reflected the religious un-
rest of the time and abounded with ignorant preju-
dice against what was termed " scientific infidelity,"
as well as with bitter invective against the rising
school of ''scientific infidels" who would discredit
God's inspired messages to man.

John could not endure such preaching. He began
to absent himself from the communion service, and
finally he withdrew from church attendance alto-
gether. He felt that with his disbelief in the Chris-
tian dogmas it was pure hypocrisy to appear as their
supporter. He was supported by his friend Roberts.
They acted together, and it soon became current
throughout the town that young Fiske and Roberts,
the two brightest young minds and the two most
exemplary young men in the North Church, had
turned infidels.

In a conservative, orthodox community like
Middletown of fifty years ago, to be called an in-
fidel was one of the severest terms of social reproach.
There was charity for the moral delinquent, and
even for the burglar, for they might be reclaimed
by subscribing to the dogmatic orthodox creed;
but for the infidel, the disbeliever in the creed itself,
one who boldly denied the inspiration of the Bible
and the Divinity of Christ, he had no title what-
ever to social recognition; he was to be regarded, in
fact, as the foe of all social and religious order; and
all the more dangerous if well educated and of un-
exceptionable moraf character.
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